THE ENGLAND OF CHARLES II

for the township of * . . and well and truly present
all manner of bloodsheds, assaults, affrays and outcrys
there done and committed against the King's Majesty's
peace. All manner of writs, warrants and precepts
to you lawfully directed you shall truly execute; the
King's Majesty's peace in your own person you shall
conserve and keep as much as in you lyeth. And in
all other things that appertain to your office you shall
well and truly behave yourself. So help you God and
the content of this book."

At that majestic moment (it usually occurred on
the rough paved floor of the local Courthouse)
the mantle of many centuries of ordered peace fell
on the shoulders of this humble man.

First and foremost, under the supervision of
the Justices, it was the Constable's duty to pre-
serve the King's peace. If any affray was made
he was at once to proceed to the spot, and bearing
his staff of Office, call upon the offenders to
preserve that peace without which every man's
hand was against every man's, and life, in the
words of the seventeenth-century philosopher,
"nasty, poor, short, solitary and brutish." It was
a duty not unaccompanied by risk; "Christopher
Stubbs of Wath," runs the record of a north-
country Court, "presented at Richmond for
making an assault and affray (on Christmas last
in John Tanfield's house) on one John Stapleton
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